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w 2. THE WHITE House @ nae an ice ss 
SEGRET/EXDIS WASHINGTON 
: February 18, 1977 


Presidential Review Memorandum/NSC- 10 


TO: The Vice President 
The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 


ALSO: The Director, Office of Management and ue 
nee The Director, Arms Control and Disarmamoené 
Agency 
The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Steff 
" he Director of Central Intellice 


oN 


The U.S, Representative to the Mata Nati 


SUBJECT: Comprehensive Net Assessment and 
silitary Force Posture Review 


I hereby direct that a comprehensive examination be rnade of overall 


U.S, national strategy and capabilities. This examinution 
of two parts to be done coneu rrently, 


One part of the examination will be conducted by the. Poles eee 
Committee under the chairmanship of the Secretary of DeZen 
define a wide range of alternative military strategies and construct 
alternative military force postures and programs to support each of 
these military strategies. Among other topics, this Sociment weil 
consider; military force levels; pesener vere! developments with re- 
gard to new weaponry; alternatives to our relinnce on forsien GASES 
deterrence at reciprocally lowered strategi ¢ levels; viabi i 
desirability of the Miriad! postuxe, This portion should ats 

the relative ieee ee of the U, = ane 


a 


in specified military contiag: 


Presidential ee pnciue) 
of these postures. 


The other part will be a dynamic nat assessment conducted te- the 


Coordination Committees under the chatonen shin of the Assis 


metional Security Allaire. Thal) cos 
2 


Presideat lor 
COPS 


jrison of the ovevall trenda in the puntticad, dholom: 


technological, andimilitary capabilities of the United State ceeece 
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adversaries. It will evaluate the objectives and national strategies 
that may be pursued by our principal potential adversaries and 
exarnine the alternative national objectives and strategies appro- 
priate fo the United States. 


This two-part analysis should identify for Presidential decisions alter- 
native national strategies and the major defense programs and other 
initiatives required to implement them. The two parts should be care- 
fully coordinated with one another. In order to achicve this, I have 
directed the Assistant to the President/National Security Affairs to 
develop additionally more detailed terms of reference for this analysis, 


These terms of reference will be presented for my review by Feb- 
ruary 24. Jalso want interim reports to allow further guidance as the 
study progresses. A summary of the entire report, not to exceed 70 
pages, should be submitted for NSC consideration not later than - 
June 1, 1977; the final version should be completed by June 15, 1977, 


roees 
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Remarks: 
Note 24 February due date for terms of 
reference, 


cc: Admiral Turner's Book 
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